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October 30, 2006

President Michael Rao

Central Michigan University

Mt. Pleasant, MI

Dear President Rao:


As Green Party candidate for United States Senate, I had the opportunity last Friday to visit your lovely campus during a swing through your part of the state.  I had a chance to meet with a number of students including African American students in the Students Against the MCRI group.  I was deeply disturbed at what was told to me and am taking this opportunity to write to you, confident that you will take immediate and effective action to address their concerns.


The minority students were disturbed with the very low enrollment of African American and other minorities at CMU.  They estimated that only a total of 8% for all minorities was presently enrolled.  They informed me that there were very few minorities among the faculty, and that the curriculum did not make efforts to show diversity in the material taught.  I was further informed that there were no “need based scholarships” available that might increase minority enrollment.  Lack of effective counseling for minority students was another complaint.

I was told of an April 12, 2006 visit to the CMU campus of Nazis, some in full uniform, and the pellet gun shooting of three African American students.


As you know, I have no independent knowledge of these things.  But I do know that the students with whom I spoke were deeply upset and frustrated.  They especially felt frustrated that you, as President of CMU, have not spoken out vigorously on these issues.  I personally was at University of Michigan in 1970 when the frustration and anger of minority students exploded into the public arena after being ignored for too long.   With the attack on affirmative action in Michigan it is imperative that you take a strong stand against racism.  I assure you that I will do everything I can as a candidate, as a UAW local union president and as a community activist to bring these problems to the public’s attention. 


I hope that you will immediately meet with the minority students and show leadership in building greater diversity and inclusion at CMU.  









Sincerely,









David Sole

