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DAVID SOLE, GREEN PARTY CANDIDATE FOR U.S. SENATE FILES FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION COMPLAINT OVER EXCLUSION FROM SENATE DEBATE


David Sole, Green Party candidate for U.S. Senate, today filed a Federal Election Commission complaint over his exclusion from the U.S. Senate candidate debate scheduled for October 18 at the Detroit Economic Club.  


In a letter requesting inclusion in the debate, Sole stated:
“I am running a serious statewide campaign for the U.S. Senate and am on the ballot in Michigan.  My campaign is particularly focused on opposition to the U.S. wars and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, in contrast to Michael Bouchard’s and Debbie Stabenow’s support for these wars.  As a result, my campaign reflects the majority position of the people on this critical issue, a position that should be heard and reflected in any true campaign debate.”

Sole gave the Detroit Economic Club until September 28, 2006 to respond to his demand for inclusion in the debate.  When this big business association never even responded, he filed his Federal Election Commission charge.  


Sole accused the Detroit Economic Club of the following violations of federal election law:


1.
11 CFR 110.13(c) provides that organizations staging debates cannot use belonging to the Democrats and Republicans as the criteria for who gets invited to the debates, and must use pre-established objective criteria to determine which candidates may participate.  Since the Detroit Economic Club never responded to my letter requesting inclusion in the debate, I must assume that the only basis for my exclusion was that I am not a Democrat or Republican.  I believe the law is quite clear that they cannot establish new criteria after the fact, and their lack of response to my letter certainly is indicative that there were no pre-established objective criteria other than belonging to the two so-called “major” parties or they would have sent me those criteria.

2.
11 CFR 110.13(a) provides that staging organizations cannot support or oppose political candidates or political parties.  A look at the corporate sponsorship for Detroit Economic Club which is an avowedly big business organizations demonstrates that they clearly oppose my candidacy as I am a socialist  who is against big business and their policies of profits before people, as well their support for imperialist wars abroad.  

While confident that his complaint will result in inclusion in the debate, Sole’s supporters have vowed to demonstrate at the debate if the exclusion persists, so the fundamental issue of ending the illegal U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan is addressed, as well the demand that the hundreds of billions of dollars that are being wasted in these wars be utilized instead to guarantee jobs, housing and health care for all.
