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SOLE FOR SENATE CAMPAIGN CONDEMNS RACIST, ANTI-GAY MURDER IN BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK

DEMANDS DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS SAY ‘NO’ TO GAY BASHING AND RACISM

Twenty-eight year old Michael J. Sandy, a gay Black man, died after suffering a brutal anti-gay, racist attack by multiple white assailants.  Even after Mr. Sandy was struck by a vehicle when he fled into the Belt Parkway to escape his attackers, they showed no mercy and continued to 
beat him causing extensive brain damage.

David Sole, Green Party Candidate for U.S. Senate on the Stop the War Slate, said “The Foley-gate story dominated broadcast news coverage and headlines in the days prior to this unprovoked attack. The use of sensational and bigoted campaigning spreads the false right-wing myth 
that same-sex love is dangerous to children and fans the flames of bigotry against lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and transgendered (LGBT) people.  It encourages murderous attacks and hate crimes like the one that took the life of Mr. Sandy, the day after his 29^th birthday.

“Both the Democratic and Republican parties use racist and/or gay-bashing tactics or fail to vigorously condemn them. In 1988, the Reagan/Bush, Sr. campaign ran the notoriously racist Willie Horton ad campaign. The phony “family values” campaigning against equal marriage 
rights for lesbians and gay men in the 2004 elections undermined “domestic partner” benefits for workers and inserted discrimination in state constitutions, even here in Michigan.

“Racist and anti-LGBT attacks are happening here in Michigan, too. The most publicized recent attacks just in the Detroit area include the robbery and beating of a trans-woman, and shooting of a gay man in July 2006. On Jan. 10, 2006 31-year-old Salvagio Vonatti of Windsor, Canada 
was shot in the head outside a club in Detroit. According to the Windsor Star newspaper, in 2004 Michigan ranked third in the United States for hate crimes. Out of 556 cases, 73 were attacks based on anti-LGBT bigotry.

I call on all Debbie Stabenow and Mike Bouchard, and all candidates, to publicly and forcefully condemn racist and anti-LGBT bashing.”
